


Do you know what a fronted adverbial is? 
Or a subordinate clause? What's the 

difference between a modal verb and an 
imperative verb? There's so much to learn!

Things might be very different these days 
but don't worry, there are lots of resources 

out there that can help.



Key Stage 1:
SPaG skills and terminology are often 
taught within phonics sessions in addition 
to incorporating it within all other areas of 
the curriculum. 

Key Stage 2:
As children reach the end of the phonics 
program and move into Key Stage 2 the 
SPaG curriculum is taught within English 
lessons, as part of discrete SPaG sessions 
and integrated within other curriculum 
subjects. 



As children move through the school there are 
spelling patterns and rules they are introduced to 
and taught to use. In Early Years and Key Stage 1 
this is usually done as part of the Phonics sessions.

In Key Stage 2 children take part in short, daily 
spelling sessions where they learn about a spelling 
pattern and then have the opportunity to practise 
using the spelling pattern and apply their 
knowledge through the activities provided.

Weekly spellings are linked to the spelling patterns   
and rules that have been taught in class.

SPELLING



In addition to the spelling patterns and rules 
children learn to use, they also need to learn how 
to spell words known as common exception 
words or statutory spellings. There are different 
set of words for Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 & 4 and 
Year 5 & 6.

SPELLING

What is a common exception word?
Common exception words are words that do not follow the common 
phonetic spelling rules children learn in Year 1 and Year 2. These are 
also called tricky words or sight words as you must learn to recognise 
them, and can't sound them out. Many of these exception words are 
used frequently in English, hence the use of 'common' in the name.

For more details about the spelling patterns and rules for each year 
group: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-
Spelling.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239784/English_Appendix_1_-_Spelling.pdf








PUNCTUATION

Punctuation is the separation of words 
with spaces or punctuation marks to 
ensure the intended meaning is 
understood.
All punctuation marks are symbols that 
are used to make written language 
understandable.

Follow the link to find out about 
punctuation for each year group:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/u
ploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/
English_Appendix_2_-

What is punctuation and what does 
punctuation mean?

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf


PUNCTUATION









GRAMMAR
Children first learn how to use grammar in their spoken language 
and then when they come to school we teach them how to form 
written sentences using punctuation and grammatical elements:
• Tense
• Word order & Sentence structure
• Types of sentences
• Word classes – e.g. nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives & adverbs

Why is it important?
It is the main feature within both our spoken and written 
communication that allows us to have our messages clearly 
understood. 

As a child gets older grammar becomes an important process as 
they learn how to communicate their thoughts and ideas in written 
form. Grammar also helps children expand their vocabulary by 
helping them to develop more interesting ways of presenting 



GRAMMAR
There is a vast selection of vocabulary and terminology 
linked to the grammar curriculum. Although it can 
sometimes seem confusing there are also lots of resources 
that can explain and model how these features are used.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/a
ttachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-
Vocabulary grammar and punctuation pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335190/English_Appendix_2_-_Vocabulary_grammar_and_punctuation.pdf


RESOURCES

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-grammar/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/oxford-owl-videos/grammar-
videos/

• Oxford Owl website - lots of information for parents about 
SPaG. There are links for each age group giving overviews of 
what children will cover and short videos about different aspects 
of the SPaG curriculum.

• Sing by Grammarsaurus on You Tube - a selection of songs 
linked to different SPaG terminolgy.

• Topmarks – games and activities designed to practice skills.

• BBC Bitesize – explanations, games and videos for both KS1 & 
KS2

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbwwnj-
Aki0MlZU8twWhT_zYMpdi4a0Cl

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-
grammar

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkxxsbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhrrd2p

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/english/primary-grammar/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/oxford-owl-videos/grammar-videos/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbwwnj-Aki0MlZU8twWhT_zYMpdi4a0Cl
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11-years/spelling-and-grammar
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkxxsbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhrrd2p
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